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Getting Census Data from Geolytics 
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We have the following Geolytics programs: 

 US Census: 
o 1960 
o 1970 
o 1980 
o 1980 Long form in 2000 boundaries 
o 1990 
o 1990 Blocks 
o 1990 Long Form in 2000 boundaries 
o 2000 Short form 
o 2000 Long Form 
o 2000 Redistricting 
o 2000 Short Form Blocks 
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o 2000 Blocks and comparisons from 1990 
o 1970-2000 Neighborhood Change Database (for comparisons over time, at census tract 

level) 
o 1990 Long Form in the 2010 Boundaries 
o 2000 Long Form in the 2010 Boundaries 
o 2010 Summary File 1 in 2000 Boundaries 

 Other Estimates: 
o Estimates and Projections 2003-2008 
o Estimates Professional 2007-2012 
o Estimates Professional 2008-2013 
o Estimates Premium 2009-2014 
o Estimates Premium 2010-2015 

 
To learn more about each of these products, see the Geolytics web site: http://geolytics.com/ 
  

http://geolytics.com/
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Instructions for: 1990 Long Form in the 2010 Boundaries, 2000 Long Form in the 

2010 Boundaries, Census 2010 Summary File 1 in 2000 Boundaries 
1. Click on the Geolytics Folder. 

 

2. Click on the program you want to use. 
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3. Once it opens, click on Geographies and select a geographic breakdown. 

 

4. Expand the Areas category or click on it in the left sidebar. Select the area(s) you are interested 
in. If you selected County for Geographies and Connecticut for Areas, you will get a map of data 
for each county in Connecticut. 
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5. Expand Counts and select statistics by checking the box next to each one. 

 

6. Expand Report Type and select Map + DBF file if you want a .shp file you can use in a GIS. Select 
DBF or CSV if you just want a data table. Click Run Report in the left sidebar. 
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7. When the report has finished running, click Save As in the table or map to save each of them. 

 

8. Select  Shapefiles (.shp) as the type when you are saving a map if you want to use it in a GIS. 
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9. A .txt file will also be saved as part of your request. This contains the census codes used in the 
data table. 
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Instructions for: Census 2010  
 

1. Click on the Geolytics Folder. 

 

2. Click on the Internet Explorer icon that says “Geolytics 2010 Census Program.” If 
you do not see the icon, open Internet Explorer and type in this address:  
http://demographics.geolytics.com/SF12010/LoginForm.aspx 

Note: Geolytics online programs will only work in Internet Explorer and only on 
the census computer. 
 

3. Click on Request in the left sidebar and then type the name of your request into the Request 
Name box. This will be the name of the file you eventually download. Keep the name short and 
do not include special characters, such as spaces or dashes. Click Done. 
 

 
 

  

http://demographics.geolytics.com/SF12010/LoginForm.aspx
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4. Click Area and choose the 
geographic location of 
interest. You can later 
choose to subdivide that 
area into smaller units. You 
can select more than one 
area by holding down 
control. Click Done. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Click on SubArea and 
choose a subarea. Your 
data will be extracted 
based on the subarea. Click 
Done. 
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6. Click Counts and select your variables. Choose a main variable from the Tables window and then 
specific Counts below. You can select more than one table or count by holding the control key. 
Each count you select will be added to the Selected box. When you are finished, click Done.  
 

 
 

7. Select the type of report you want to run if you would like to view the data before downloading. 
Or download the data directly without viewing it first, by selecting one of the download options.  
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8. If you choose Data Report or Map Report, the data or map will first open in the window, and 
then you will have to select a download option to save the data. 

 

 
 

9. After clicking Download, the file will be packaged for you. Click on its name to download it in a 
.zip format. Once downloaded, unzip the file to use it. 
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Instructions for: 1960 Census, Estimates Premium 2010-2015, Estimates Premium 

2009-2014, Estimates Professional 2008-2013, and Estimates Professional 2007-

2012  
1. Click on the Geolytics Folder. 

 

2. Click Older Census Applications on the Virtual Machine.  

 

Powering on the Virtual Machine 

1. Select “Power on this virtual machine.” Once open, the virtual machine can be minimized if you 
need to access something on the actual machine. 

 

2. Double Click on the Geolytics folder to see the different software options. Double click on 1960 
Census, Estimates Premium 2010-2015, 
Estimates Premium 2009-2014, Estimates 
Professional 2008-2013, or Estimates 
Professional 2007-2012  
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Using Geolytics 

1. You will work your way down the categories in the left sidebar, pressing OK in the right sidebar 
after making a selection for each category. 
 

2. When the program opens, you will see a screen with a new request with a generic name, such as 
Request_15.reg. Click the “save as” button in the right sidebar. This will highlight the name of 
the file in the Files box. Rename your file. 

 
3. Click on the name of the new request you created to highlight it, and press Ok to select the new 

request as the one you will be working with. 
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4. Click on “Area” in the left sidebar. Select the main area you want to work with. You can choose 

subdivisions next. To select the area, click on it once. Smaller areas, such as counties or tracts, 
will display in the right box. Make a selection from this box, if appropriate. Your selected area, 
will display in the “Areas” box on the right. You can select more than one area by clicking once 
on all the areas of interest. Click Ok in the right sidebar after you have selected all your areas of 
interest. 
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5. Click on SubArea to select a subdivision. If you create a map from your data, it will be divided 
into this subarea. Click Ok. 

 

 
 

6. Click on Counts in the left sidebar. Select a category at the top and then select a specific variable 
in the window below. Click on the variable once to add it to your Selections box on the right. 
After you have selected all your variables of interest. Press Ok. 
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7. Select Run in the left sidebar. Choose the type of output you want. CSV, TSV, and DBF will 
produce data tables. DBF + Map will produce a data table and a map that can be converted into 
a .shp file. Click OK. 

a. Note: If you are working with 1960 Census data, a map may not be available for all 
areas. 

 

 
 

8. The table will automatically be saved in the Reports folder of the Geolytics program you are 
working with. (For example, N:\EPCEPREM_2010_2015\Reports) If you selected the map option, 
a map will open. To save the map as a .shp file, select, File>Export>to ArcView’s Shape. Even 
though it doesn’t look like anything happened, the map will automatically be saved in the 
Report folder.  
 

9. After you have run your report, make a note of the location to which it saved. Files saved in the 
N drive are accessible on the virtual machine and the actual machine. You can now close the 
map. 
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Shutting down the Virtual Machine 

1. Close the Virtual Machine by clicking on the Start Menu and selecting “Shut down.” 

 

 

2. Close the VMware window after the virtual machine has shut down. 

 

3. On the actual machine, open “My Computer.” Your files will be accessible in the appropriate 
folder on the N drive.  
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Instructions for: Census 2000, Census 2000 Redistricting, 1990 Census, 1990 

Blocks, 1990 Long Form in 2000 boundaries, 1980 Long Form in 2000 boundaries, 

1980 Census, 1970 Census, Crime Reports 2001, Estimates, Projections 2003-2008 
 

1. Click on the Geolytics Folder. 

 

2. Click Older Census Applications on the Virtual Machine.  

 
 

Powering on the Virtual Machine 

1. Select “Power on this virtual machine.” Once open, the virtual machine can be minimized if you 
need to access something on the actual machine. 

 

2. Double Click on the Geolytics folder to see the 
different software options. Double click on Census 
2000, Census 2000 Redistricting, 1990 Census, 1990 
Blocks, 1990 Long Form in 2000 boundaries, 1980 
Long Form in 2000 boundaries, 1980 Census, 1970 
Census, Crime Reports 2001, or Estimates, 
Projections 2003-2008. 
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Using Geolytics 

 
1. You will work your way across the categories in the top menu bar, pressing OK in the right 

sidebar after making a selection for each category. 
 

 
 

2. When the program opens, click File and “save request as” to save the request with a name other 
than the generic one provided.  
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3. Click on “Area” in the top menu bar. Select the main area you want to work with. You can 

choose subdivisions next. To select the area, click on it once. Smaller areas, such as counties or 
tracts, will display in a box on the right. Make a selection from this box, if appropriate. Click 
“Done” in the right sidebar. 

 

 
 

4. Click on Subarea to select a subdivision. If you create a map from your data, it will be divided 
into this subarea. Click Ok. 

5. Click on Counts in the top menu bar. Buttons for each category of variables display vertically on 
the left side. When you click a category, the associated variables will be added to the main 
display window. When you de-selected it, they will be removed. For example, if you click on two 
category buttons, all variables associated with both those categories will be displayed in the 
Tables window. If you de-select one, those variables will be removed from the Tables window, 
but the others will remain.  
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6. Select a category in the Table window and then select a specific variable in the window below. 

Click on the variable once to add it to your Selections box on the right. After you have selected 
all your variables of interest, click “Done.” 

 

 
 

7. Select Run in the top menu bar. Choose the type of output you want. CSV, TSV, and DBF will 
produce data tables. DBF + Map will produce a data table and a map that can be converted into 
a .shp file. Click OK. 

8. The table will automatically be saved in the Reports folder of the Geolytics program you are 
working with. (For example, N:\EPCEPREM_2010_2015\Reports) If you selected the map option, 
a map will open. To save the map as a .shp file, select, File>Export>to ArcView’s Shape. Although 
it doesn’t look like anything has happened, the map will automatically be saved in the Report 
folder.  
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9. After you have run your report, make a note of the location to which it saved. Files saved in the 
N drive are accessible on the virtual machine and the actual machine. You can now close the 
map.  
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Shutting down the Virtual Machine 

1. Close the Virtual Machine by clicking on the Start Menu and selecting “Shut down.” 

 

 

2. Close the VMware window after the virtual machine has shut down. 

 

3. On the actual machine, open “My Computer.” Your files will be accessible in the appropriate 

folder on the N drive.  
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Instructions for: Neighborhood Change 1970-2000 
 
In the Neighborhood Change Database, the data for years 1970, 1980, 1990 and 2000 are recalculated 
and normalized to represent the data in 2000 boundaries. You can compare across years without having 
to control for changes in boundary definitions.  
 

1. Click on the Geolytics Folder. 

 

2. Click Older Census Applications on the Virtual Machine.  

 
 

Powering on the Virtual Machine 

1. Select “Power on this virtual machine.” Once open, the virtual machine can be minimized if you 
need to access something on the actual machine. 

 

2. Double Click on the Geolytics folder to see the 
different software options. Double click on 
Neighborhood Change 1970-2000. 
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Using Geolytics 

 

1. You will work your way across the categories in the top menu bar, pressing OK in the right 
sidebar after making a selection for each category. 
Note: You will receive an error if you try to rename the request. Run the request using the 
default of “NONAME” 
Output will be saved in the C:\Temp folder on the VIRTUAL MACHINE.  

 

2. Click on Year and select “All years normalized to 2000.” This will extract data from each of the 
’70, ’80, ’90, and ’00 Censuses, and display the data within 2000 boundaries.    
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3. Within the Area menu, select Counties. A dialog box will come up. From the States column, 
select Massachusetts. All counties within Massachusetts will come up in the Counties window. 
 

4. Select specific counties or to select all counties, select the top and bottom county numbers, 
then click Select between, on the lower right corner. This will include everything on the list in 
the selection. Then click Done.   

 

 
 

Note: County boundaries won’t change between Censuses, but Census tracts might. In order to extract 
data for all tracts within each county of MA, we’ll select County as the area, and NCDB will break the 
data down by tract. Other Geolytics software packages are set up to allow you to select a subarea within 
an area (e.g. all counties within a state, several block groups within a tract). 
  



27 
By Jennie Murack, MIT Libraries 

5. Select Counts from the top menu, and a dialog box will open.  Scroll through the list to see 
available data and the census year for each. You can browse through the list and select 
individual records, search by keyword, or if you’d like a single variable from all 4 censuses, find 
the variable for one census year and then do a keyword search for the code in the Name 
column.  

 

 
 

 

6. The Report Counts 
window will show 
the counts you 
selected for all four 
Censuses. Click 
Done. 
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7. Next you need to run the query. Select Map from the Run menu to generate a table and a map 
that you can convert to a .shp file to use in ArcMap.  
 

 

8. From the File menu, select Export-> to Arcview’s Shape. Even though it does not look like 
anything has happened, the map has been saved in C:\Temp on the Virtual Machine. You can 
now close the map. 

 

Moving your data from the Temp folder 

1. Create a folder on the N drive with you Kerberos name as the folder name (you can access the N 

drive on the virtual machine and actual machine).  

2. Move the output from the C:\Temp folder drive into your folder on the N drive. Now you can 

access these files on the actual computer. 

3. Delete the NONAME files from the C:\Temp folder. 
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Shutting down the Virtual Machine 

1. Close the Virtual Machine by clicking on the Start Menu and selecting “Shut down.” 

 

 

2. Close the VMware window after the virtual machine has shut down. 

 

3. On the actual machine, open “My Computer.” Your files will be accessible in the appropriate 

folder on the N drive.  

 

 


