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 From the 
 Director

Being part of the MIT community means committing to solving 
hard problems. Knowledge generated at the Institute has changed 
— and will continue to change — the world. As a library, we’re 
dedicated to inspiring, facilitating, and sharing that knowledge; 
this mission is embedded in everything we do:

•	 We meet the needs of the MIT research community with 
services like Research Data Management (p. 4) which is 
evolving to support increasingly data-intensive and 
computational research.

•	 We help ensure a healthy Institute community with supportive 
staff, spaces that are welcoming to all, and engaging 
programming like MIT Reads, which recently focused on 
managing stress (p. 6). 

•	 We work to ensure ongoing access to knowledge, whether it’s 
preserving cultural heritage (p. 13) or sustaining public access to 
public data from the federal government (p. 8).

In today’s higher education landscape, solving hard problems has 
become even harder, but we’re steadfast in our mission. With your 
continued support, the important work of libraries carries on.

With gratitude,

Chris Bourg, PhD
Director of Libraries
617.253.5297
cbourg@mit.edu

Photo 
Shawn Henry

2 3



Q&A with  
Peace Ossom
Meet the Libraries’ Director of Research  
Data Services

Image
Peace Ossom (left) with 
Rebecca Saxe, John W. 
Jarve (1978) Professor, 
Brain and Cognitive 
Sciences and associate 
dean, School of Science.
Photo
Bryce Vickmark

Peace Ossom joined the MIT Libraries as Director of Research 
Data Services in August 2024. In this role, she oversees the teams 
responsible for GIS and Statistical Services, Data Management 
Services, and Citation Management and Writing Tools. Ossom 
recently spoke with Bibliotech about the ever-increasing data 
needs of MIT researchers and partnering with the MIT Office of 
Research Computing and Data (ORCD) to meet them.

What are some of the most common challenges 
you see among MIT researchers working with 
data?
The top challenges MIT researchers face involve access, 
compliance, and computing. Researchers, particularly those using 
large language models, need access to large datasets, which can 
be very difficult to find, obtain permissions for, and share for the 
purpose of reproducibility. They must first navigate a world of 
disparate searching platforms, undiscoverable data, restrictive 
licenses and agreements, and inconsistency in data collection 
methods and formatting. Regarding compliance, researchers 
must stay abreast of constantly changing guidelines, policies, and 
infrastructure here at MIT and from funders and publishers. 
Lastly, as data needs grow exponentially, researchers often need 
to utilize a wide variety of platforms while also needing access to 
robust computing power for the storage and processing of 
ever-growing datasets.

The MIT Libraries aims to streamline processes for data access, 
and we advise on next steps for planning and sharing, encourage 
agreements that allow for greater sharing across the Institute, and 
utilize standards for consistent data collection and description. 
We also provide training on data management principles and 
practices, coding languages, and GIS and data platforms. Last 
academic year, we had more than 1,000 engagements with MIT 
community members between individual consultations and 
workshops.

How do the Libraries work together with ORCD?
MIT researchers have stated the need for more centralized 
research computing and data support, and ORCD is creating 
solutions that meet the needs of departments, labs, centers, and 
institutes (DCLIs) across MIT. ORCD is the Libraries’ close 
collaborative partner due to the way our services can work 
together. ORCD provides advanced research computing 
resources, while the Libraries provides guidance on data 
management planning, data documentation, data use, and data 
sharing. Together, we work to develop a robust model of 
researcher support.

What are some collaborations you’ve worked  
on recently?
A great example is the joint effort to make Globus data transfer 
services available to the MIT community. Globus is a system for 
the secure and efficient transfer of large data, making it a quick 
and user-friendly solution for those without the computing power. 
The Libraries and ORCD aim to ensure that the Institute provides 
not just raw storage and data compliance services, but also robust 
training and end-to-end lifecycle management, including 
long-term access and archival support.

We also collaborated with ORCD and the Schwarzman College 
of Computing on Independent Activities Period (IAP) pilot 
courses on coding languages, introducing a Practical 
Computational Thinking series working with advisors in CSAIL 
and other departments. Anyone from any DLCI can develop 
practical connections between computing and their home fields. 
This expands upon the Libraries’ Carpentries@MIT workshop 
series which began in 2019 and has reached more than 400 
participants. We have seen huge demand for these workshops, 
waitlisting almost as many people as we registered. ORCD staff 
have become certified Carpentries instructors, enabling us to 
develop discipline-oriented workshops, including specialized 
lessons for Biology and Earth, Atmospheric, and Planetary 
Sciences. This collaboration is helping us to deepen our offerings 
and meet a clear need across MIT.4 5



Talking 
“Burnout”
MIT Reads explores strategies for minimizing 
stress, managing emotions, and living joyfully

Emily Nagoski and Amelia Nagoski spoke at Hayden Library on 
April 16 about their New York Times-bestselling book, Burnout:  
The Secret to Unlocking the Stress Cycle. The book was the spring 
2025 selection for MIT Reads, the Institute’s all-campus reading 
and discussion program. 

Emily Nagoski, a sex educator and researcher, and twin sister 
Amelia Nagoski, a conductor and music professor, explored the 
themes of Burnout in dialogue with Karen Singleton, Deputy 
Chief Health Officer of MIT Health, in front of a capacity crowd in 
the Nexus and an audience online. Written for anyone who has 
felt overwhelmed and exhausted by everything they have to do, 
yet still worried they weren’t doing enough, Burnout has 
resonance across the MIT community. 

The good news? We don’t need to deal with the source of stress 
to feel better. “Stress is not your enemy,” says Amelia, “getting 
stuck is your enemy.” 

In Burnout, the Nagoskis explain that our bodies have a 
biological stress response cycle. Even when the source of stress is 
no longer present, if we don’t complete the cycle, it can lead to 
exhaustion. The authors present seven evidence-based strategies 
for helping our bodies complete the stress response cycle, from 
the expected — physical activity, sleep, crying, and laughter — to 
the more surprising — engaging one’s imagination, creative 
self-expression, and loving connection.

In a wide ranging conversation that included original songs, Tai 
Chi exercises, and an audience Q&A, the Nagoskis explored 
topics including toxic perfectionism, why we need sleep and 
strategies for getting enough, the research behind gratitude, and 
the importance of creating meaning in our lives. 

“Joy comes from the connection to something larger and your 
community,” says Emily. “And because your sense of meaning — 
your something larger — resides within yourself, it can never be 
taken from you.”

Watch a recording of the event on our YouTube channel at 
youtube.com/MITLibraries.

Image
MIT Libraries’ Alexia 
Hudson-Ward (left) 
introduces authors  
Amelia (center) and  
Emily Nagoski (right). 
Photo
Bryce Vickmark

“Stress is not your enemy. 
Getting stuck is your enemy.”

–Amelia Nagoski
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Sustaining 
Public Access  
to Public Data
MIT Libraries contribute to collaborative efforts 
to preserve federal government data

The United States federal government collects, aggregates, and 
disseminates a large volume of information and data, content 
used by researchers, policymakers, businesses, even farmers. 
Protecting access to federal government data between and during 
presidential administrations is critically important — and not only 
for MIT’s research community. When data disappears, it erodes 
the reproducibility of previous research, interrupts work, and 
deteriorates trust in science and government. 

“If the data and tools used to understand complex data are 
abruptly taken off the internet, the work of scientists, civil society 
organizations and government officials themselves can grind to a 
halt,” wrote Energy and Environment Librarian Alejando Paz in 
The Conversation.

Shortly after the 2024 presidential election, acutely aware of 
the heightened risk to data resources supported, hosted, and 
maintained by the federal government, a dedicated team of MIT 
Libraries experts sprang into action. Staff identified the need for 
practical tools and, collaborating with researchers, rapidly 
deployed a checklist to help users identify, document, and 
safeguard the government data they rely on. 

“We wanted to create resources that would be valuable both for 
our local research community and for the broader research and 
library community,” says Amy Nurnberger, the Libraries’ program 
head for Data Management Services. “The checklist provides a 
starting point for these important conversations and 
considerations.”

The checklist has been a key resource for the Data Rescue 
Project, which serves as a clearinghouse for data rescue-related 
efforts, and is one of several coordinated efforts across the 
country to sustain public access to data. In addition, library staff 
held three events at MIT during the spring semester where they 
trained participants to contribute to the Data Rescue Project and 
to nominate vulnerable datasets to the End-of-Term Archive, 
which captures and saves government websites at the end of 
presidential administrations.

In appreciation for their efforts, Libraries staff including Paz, 
Nurnberger, Phoebe Ayers, Sabrina Brown, Joe Carrano, Jonavelle 
Cuerdo, Sadie Roosa, and Ece Turnator received the 2025 Infinite 
Mile Award for Innovation, Creativity, and Problem Solving. 
“This team didn’t just rise to the challenge,” said Director of 
Libraries Chris Bourg, “they executed solutions at record speed.”
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By the Numbers: 
The Arts at MIT

80,000+
Arts-related items in our collections

1,300+
Arts-related archival collections

17
Exhibitions across library galleries and spaces

10 
Librarians and specialized staff with arts  
subject expertise

By the Numbers: 
The Arts at MIT

The MIT Libraries is a key part of the vibrant arts ecosystem at 
MIT, a hub for arts scholarship, creative research, and cultural 
engagement. Through comprehensive collections, specialized 
services, and innovative programming and digital scholarship 
initiatives, the Libraries enable discovery, preservation, 
dissemination, art making, and connection to artistic knowledge 
and cultural heritage.

Data for academic year 
2024
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Staff News

2025 Infinite Mile Awards
The Libraries honored the outstanding contributions of its 
employees on June 11, recognizing achievements in the following 
categories.

Bringing Out the Best
Lauren Fairman
Development Associate 

Collaboration  
& Inclusion
Jake Zelikovsky
Music Library Assistant 

User Service  
& Support
Derek Hixon
Program Head for Technology 
Support Services

Unsung Hero
Sarah Kurpiel
Electronic Resources Associate

Community Building  
& Engagement
Student supervisors team: 
Caitlin Canfield, Erica Moore, 
Kendall Dawson, and Kassia 
Roberts 

Innovation, Creativity 
& Problem Solving
Federal Government Data 
Rescue Group: Phoebe Ayers, 
Sabrina Brown, Joe Carrano, 
Amy Nurnberger, Alejandro 
Paz, Sadie Roosa, Jonavelle 
Cuerdo, and Ece Turnator

Results, Outcome  
& Productivity
Collections Strategy Team: 
Courtney Crummett, Marcella 
Tam, Deborah Lenares, and 
Laura Hanscom

Christine Moulen 
“Good Citizen” Award
Jake Lewis
Access Services Associate



What’s New

Letterlocking book named one of The Wall 
Street Journal’s best of the season
Letterlocking: The Hidden History of the Letter by Jana Dambrogio, 
the Libraries’ Thomas F. Peterson (1957) Conservator, and 
Daniel Starza Smith was named to The Wall Street Journal’s best 
reading of the season for summer 2025. In the book, Dambrogio 
and Smith, who have pioneered the field over the last 10 
years, tell the fascinating story of this centuries-old document 
security technology. With more than 300 images and diagrams, 
Letterlocking explores the practice’s history through real examples 
from all over the world and even offers a comprehensive guide to 
making one’s own locked letters.

Ink, Stone, and Silver Light: A Century of Cultural 
Heritage Preservation in Aleppo
The newest Maihuagen Gallery exhibit draws on archival 
materials from the Aga Khan Documentation Center at MIT to 
explore a century of cultural heritage preservation in Aleppo, 
Syria. Ink, Stone, and Silver Light explores how Aleppo’s urban 
memory has been recorded and preserved through manuscripts, 
built form, and photography. At a time when Syria again confronts 
upheaval and displacement, archival fragments offer models for 
preserving the past while envisioning futures rooted in dignity, 
knowledge, and place. The exhibit is on view in the Maihaugen 
Gallery through December 11.

Image
Plate XLIV from Alep:  
Essai sur le développement 
d’une grande ville syrienne, 
des origines au milieu du 
XIXe siècle, Jean Sauvaget, 
Institut Français de Damas, 
1941. Rotch Library, MIT 
Libraries.
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Honor Roll

Thank you
We are grateful for the generosity of our library friends and 
supporters. Our donors enable the Libraries to support the MIT 
community and to advance the Institute’s mission by producing, 
collecting, and sharing knowledge to solve the world’s biggest 
problems. Thank you for your support.

$100,000
Barbara K. Ostrom

$50,000-$99,999
Gareth R. and  

Sandra S. Eaton

$10,000-$49,999
Robert and  

Carol M. Shattles Hooker 
Mary G. Lienhard 
Stanley M. Wolf 

$5,000-$9,999
Marjorie C. Brandriss and  

David M. Kristol 
Allan M. and  

Janet Ohle Green 
Glenn P. Strehle 

$2,500-$4,999
Chris Bourg 
E. N. Carabateas 
Nicholas T. Hamisevicz 
Kyra L. Montagu 
Deepak J. Parayanken
Thomas A. Stone

$1,000-$2,499
Christopher Berman
Ifigenia A. Boulogiane
Mary Jean Crooks
Dean G. Duffy
Tracy A. Embree
Sara P. Gaucher and  

Jeffrey A. Morrow
David Hallenbeck
Thomas S. Ingra
L. Robert Johnson
Diana J. Kalman
Allen S. Lee
Frederick J. Leonberger
Robert P. Popadic
L. Scott Ritterbush

Catherine Schwenk
Peter J. Sherwood
Louis E. Slesin
Charles Steindel
Preetinder S. Virk
Deborah J. Waldman and  

Paul F. Romanelli
Peter J. Wender
Charles Joseph Whelan III

$500-$999
Anthony L. Abner
Hope M. Barrett
Thomas P. Black
William H. Byrn
Mrs. Andrew F. Corry
Glenn D. Daves Jr.
Robert O. Dulin Jr.
Mary C. Fuller
Constance A. Herron
Charles D. Himmelblau
Sharon A. Israel
Alan E. Kruse
Eric Lanzendorf
Richard Laura
Douglas S. Luther
Emin Martinian
R. Allen Miller
Robert R. Mitchell
Jacek and  

Krystyna Mozdzanowski
Karen L. Nelson
Kenneth Ogan
Kenneth Olson
Alice Pierce
Amy Davidson Plummer
Brad W. Porter
John I. Rho
Philip and  

Aparna Rolfe
Joseph D. Sacco
David M. J. Saslav
Glenn E. Taylor
William W. Toy

$250-$499
Steven B. Berger
Larry E. Bergmann
Lisa J. N. Bradley
Angela M. Carangelo
David A. Chin
Edward Y. Chow and  

Yuen Y. Szeto
Cynthia F. Chuang
Brian E. Eaton
Rebecca N. Fleischman
Gregory J. Garvin
Gerald Z. Hertz
Ross N. Hoffman
C. M. T. Hogan
Kathryn Anne Keen
Jason S. Lee
Marilyn G. McSweeney
Cynthia Hale Nicholson
Laura Emily Noren
Mary J. O’Hearn
Joseph C. Ottney
Paul C. Paternoster
Judith A. Quillard
Carol Robinson
Kenneth L. Roraback
Jeffrey B. Sakaguchi
John Schuler
David I. Solo
Émilie Songolo
Peter W. Staecker
Steve Stalos
Bruce D. Sunstein
Leon Tabak
Mitchell Tasman
Belle E. Wang
Diana B. Welmerink
Jay P. Werb and  

Ellen J. Katz

$100-$249
Adeyinka E. Adenekan
Karen & Gregory Arenson
Derrick R. Arnelle
Laurie D. Baird
Constantine S. Bardjis
Stephen F. Bart
Steven E. and  

Joanne Berg
Richard A. Blanchard
Michael H. Blechner
Kevin G. and  

Joleen M. Bonde
Robert R. Buckley

Geoffrey J. Bunza
William J. Butera
Pavel Bystricky
Bertha P. Chang
Li Chang
Clara Chow
Flora Chow
Raymond K. Clark
Richard A. Cohen and  

Mindy L. Garber
John W. Cook
Ethan J. Crumlin
David Scott Cyphers
Scott Davidson
Elizabeth A. Deakin
Neal Bernard Dowling Jr.
Shin-Ning Duh
Kevin E. Dutcher
Irvin S. Englander
Lori E. Ferriss
David V. Finch
Steven Gass
Robert R. Gibson
Winston Grace
Jeffrey M. Grandy
Robert T. Gudz
Eugenie Hainsworth
Charles W. Haldeman IV
George K. Heming
Alexia Hudson-Ward
Henry H. Hwu
Niraj K. Inamdar
Nasheed I. Jamal
Jen-King Jao
John L. W. Jayne
J. Patrick Kinney III
Paul M. Kominers
Mitsuo Kosaka
Dean E. Kross
Don F. Kumamoto
Jonathan S. Lane
Lance E. Laver
Mark C. Lee
Stuart S. and  

Jeri C. Levine
John H. and  

E. Pauline Liao
Fenny H. Lin
Ken J. Lin
Susan S. Lin
Yi Lin and  

Zhi Qu
Isabel K. Lloyd
Lawrence D. Loomis-Price
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Lori A. Maiorino
Maughn Matsuoka
John W. Meriwether Jr.
Judah H. Milgram
George M. Miller Jr.
Edward Joe Montes
James E. Moon
Robert A. Morse
Mark Nahabedian
Thomas J. Nesbitt
Deb O’Bannon
Stanley S. Oda
Arnold S. Orange
Daniel L. Orange
Alan W. Peevers
Jamie L. Priest
Steven P. Ralston
Patricia Rhoades
Matthew J. Rita
Curtis Roads
Rebecca M. Rogers
Arlene D. Rubin
Shastri S. Sandy
Ralph P. Santoro
J. Eric Schonblom
Ethan J. Schreier and  

Janet M. Levine
Ruth K. Seidman
Marlene Simpson
Todd Sjoblom
Douglas S. and  

Coleen Smith
Paul D. Spreiregen
Christina Stanley
Nancy Stauffer
Frank J. Stefanov-Wagner
Priscilla T. Stoyanof
Garrett J. Stuck and  

Pamela Coravos
Dione Sturd
John R. Uglum Jr.
Laxmanrao and  

Madhavi Venigalla 
Lisa M. Vincenty
Theodor Weinberg
Robert T. Willis III
Harriet Wollman
Bae-Ian Wu and  

Weijen Wang
Carl I. Wunsch
Man F. Yan
Chien-Ning Yu and  

Jocelyn Nee
Roger L. and  

Maggy Yu
Ming Zhang

In Memory Of
James K. Berman
Peggy Berman
Charles E. Cano
Professor Emeritus David M. 

Epstein
Professor Jay W. Forrester
Charles A. Kalman
John N. Pierce 
William T. Rhoades
Robert F. Schuler
George G. Schwenk
Antoni J. Tabak
Herbert B. Wollman
Ann J. Wolpert

Corporations/Foundations
Blue Cross Blue Shield  

of Massachusetts 
Eli Lilly and  

Company Foundation 
Elsevier Foundation
FM Global Foundation
Google Foundation
IBM
Raytheon
Wells Fargo Foundation

This list acknowledges gifts 
to the MIT Libraries of $100 
or greater made during MIT’s 
2025 fiscal year (July 1, 2024, 
to June 30, 2025). We do our 
best to ensure the accuracy 
of this listing; however, if we 
have inadvertently excluded 
you or you prefer to be listed 
in a different way in the future, 
please accept our apologies 
and contact Kaija Langley at 
klangley@mit.edu or 617-452-
2123 so we can update our 
records.

Image
Rotch Library
Photo
Bryce Vickmark
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Office of the Director
MIT Libraries
77 Massachusetts Avenue 14S-202M
Cambridge, MA 02139
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