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News from the MIT Libraries

I am excited to share with you the critical steps we have taken toward realizing the 

vision of the Future of Libraries report. It’s fitting that we share this news at the 

same time that we recognize our generous donors of the past year. You truly are our 

partners in pursuing these ambitious plans.

This summer we launched the Ad Hoc Task Force on Open Access to MIT Research, 

one of the 10 recommendations of the report. Provost Martin Schmidt has charged 

this group with exploring ways that MIT’s open access policies and practices might be 

updated or revised to further the Institute’s mission to share the fruits of its research 

and scholarship as widely as possible. 

Within the Libraries, we are launching a strategic planning process that will give us  

a blueprint for achieving the goals of the Future of Libraries report. I’m thrilled to 

announce that Tracy Gabridge will be leading this effort as our newly appointed deputy 

director. As you’ll read in this issue of Bibliotech, we’re beginning to reimagine the 

Libraries’ physical spaces. We have launched several experiments to see how we can 

expand our role as both a dynamic place for creating and community building and  

a comfortable space for reflection and recharging. 

We’re also getting down to the business of setting our research agenda. With the 

generous support of the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the MIT Libraries will be 

hosting a summit on the Grand Challenges in Information Sciences and Scholarly 

Communication. With invited experts from across disciplines and sectors, we will 

identify critical problems that are solvable within 10 years and which have bold 

implications across the scholarly community. I hope you will stay tuned as we share 

more from this exciting initiative that will establish our leadership in this area of 

research and development.

Thank you again for your support during this transformative time for the Libraries.  

I look forward to sharing more of our progress with you.

All the best,

Chris Bourg, PhD 
DIRECTOR OF LIBRARIES

617–253–5297 
cbourg@mit.edu

@mchris4duke
chrisbourg.wordpress.com
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From the Director

Last November, the morning after the presidential 

election, MIT students wrapped blank posters around 

the pillars in Lobby 7 to give their classmates a space 

to write their hopes and fears in a place that was both 

public and safe. 

The posters asked open-ended questions: What do you 

want to know? Share your hopes. Share your fears. 

What should we do next? Hundreds of people stopped 

to write. Within a matter of days, the MIT Libraries’ 

Institute Archives and Special Collections (IASC) 

decided to preserve and digitize the posters as part  

of the memory of MIT, rallying resources throughout 

the Libraries to help.

This was an act that Tom Rosko, the head of IASC, 

calls “archiving in real time.” Preserving an object 

immediately after it is created is a departure from  

the traditional archival practice of letting some time 

pass before deciding what has historical value. But 

it made sense in this situation, Rosko says, because 

the election was a historic moment and the national 

reaction so divided. 

“The record of history is generally kept and presented 

by the people in power,” Rosko says. “And those  

who are marginalized or those who are transient— 

like students—don’t get to tell their perspectives.”

Recent advances in technology, from social media 

to better scanning capabilities, have helped create 

historical records and make them accessible faster 

than ever. With the flood of information, IASC has 

started to shift its processes to be able to do this  

kind of work better, Rosko says: “It’s only recently  

that we’re able to quickly document something, get 

more information about it, and then turn around  

and share it.”

Archiving in real time has its complications—archivists 

are often emotionally close to the subject—but one of 

the biggest advantages is that the creators of records 

are present and able to contextualize their work. It 

also supports one of the particular interests of the 

IASC and the Libraries: Getting all sides of a story that 

is unfolding right now.

“It’s only recently that we’re 

able to quickly document 

something, get more inform-

ation about it, and then turn 

around and share it.”

—TOM ROSKO

View the posters online at 
libraries.mit.edu/2016-election-posters/

Archiving in Real Time
Capturing historical moments in context 

By Hannah Piecuch

Photo: Justin Knight



ISSUE 29.02 FALL 17 News from the MIT Libraries

04	 Bib·li·o·tech Space Exploration Space Exploration Bib·li·o·tech    05

Space Exploration 
Libraries’ evolving role as places for learning, making, holdings, 
and community

“The Libraries are well known as spaces for collections 

and where studying happens, but I think MIT is  

increasingly recognizing the role that libraries play  

in teaching and fostering scholarly community.” 

Says Tracy Gabridge, the Libraries’ deputy director: “The MIT community 

recognizes the expertise of library staff to support creating and disseminating 

new digital information objects, such as audio, layers of geographic data, 

research data sets, and more.” 

The group discussed, for example, how Hayden Library could be used more 

effectively as a place for formal and informal events that bring people 

together across departments and schools. The Lewis Music Library, already 

an essential gathering place for the MIT music community, could increase 

its focus on creating, particularly related to audio/visual production. A rich 

array of services—in GIS, open access and copyright support, research data 

management, digital sustainability, and research in information science—

should all be made more visible to users. 

“As libraries, we provide a foundation upon which the MIT community can 

create and flourish,” says Gabridge. “We could be using our spaces better  

to showcase how we inspire and facilitate work.”

Study space experiments

When the Libraries rearranged Hayden Library’s collections in January, 

it offered an opportunity to experiment with portions of the reading 

rooms. Stacks were removed from the two mezzanine levels, which will be 

transformed into areas for reflective and collaborative work and learning. 

During the fall semester, the center mezzanines will be upgraded with power 

outlets and task lighting, soundscaping, and new furniture—suggestions 

gathered by sifting through past survey data and feedback gathered  

by the Future of Libraries Task Force.

Following the experiment, Libraries staff will gather feedback from the 

community about how to equip the remaining mezzanines, information  

that will ultimately guide renovations to Hayden and other study spaces.

Additional space projects

Also underway are plans for an active learning classroom in Barker Library,  

a dedicated event area with flexible furniture in Hayden Library, and 

expanding the GIS Lab along with providing space for research data 

management staff in Rotch Library. 

Lewis Music Library  
Audio Lab

Classes at MIT increasingly require 

students to create audio components as 

part of their assignments. As usual, the 

Lewis Music Library is adapting to meet 

these evolving needs.

“There has been a need on campus for an 

audio lab where students can compose, 

edit, and mix music,” says Peter Munstedt, 

music librarian. 

Working together with faculty, the library 

created a prototype for such a lab: a room 

housing two workstations with computers 

and audio equipment, outfitted with 

acoustical panels and new lighting. The 

library’s new audio lab will help determine 

faculty and student interest and plan for 

additional facility needs moving forward. 

“The audio lab is open to the whole MIT 

community,” says Munstedt. “There’s really 

no other space like it on campus.”

Building a vision

In December 2016, Director Chris Bourg convened a 

Libraries Space Planning Group. Chaired by Bourg and 

J. Meejin Yoon, professor and head of the Department 

of Architecture, the group determined that library 

spaces can and should be redesigned and reconfigured 

to suit the future needs of the campus. They put forth 

four essential functions that library spaces serve: 

holdings, learning, community, and creating.

In March the group laid out a space renovation and 

reprogramming path for Building 14 to begin achieving 

the task force’s recommendations. It embraces a  

shift from libraries being primarily a container for 

knowledge used for information consumption  

toward being spaces that also support the creation  

of knowledge and community.

Holdings

Learning

Making

Community

It’s something the Future of Libraries Task Force heard 

time and again, from faculty and staff, students and 

alumni: the critical importance of the library as a physical 

space. A library is a place where communities can gather, 

to interact with one another and with scholarly objects 

and tools or to retreat and think deeply. Here are some 

of the ways our library spaces are evolving—and may 

be reimagined in the future—to achieve the ambitious 

vision set out by the task force. 

Photo: Christopher Harting

Photos: Bryce Vickmark
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Infinite Mile Awards
Annual celebration of excellence honors employees’ exceptional contributions

Julia Lanigan, Collections and 

Administrative Assistant

Crossing the Charles competition 

captains: Katharine Dunn and 

Mikki Macdonald

Community 
Building

Matt Bernhardt, Web Developer

Innovation, 
Creativity & 
Problem Solving

Lobby 7 post-2016 election poster 

team: Liz Andrews, Matt Bernhardt, 

Frances Botsford, Emily Crawford, 

Katherine Crowe, Myles Crowley, 

Darcy Duke, Nora Murphy, Kari Smith, 

and Chris Tanguay

Communication & 
Collaboration

Library Storage Annex scanning team: 

Howard Martin and Allegra Zoller

Customer Service

Mary Jeanne Yuen, Metadata 

Production Associate

Results, Outcome & 
Productivity

Judith Gallagher, Financial and  

Payroll Associate

Tim Rix, Systems Administrator

Unsung Hero/
Heroine
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Q: How would you describe your role?

A: In data management we partner with researchers across the research 

life cycle to increase the impact of that research through appropriate 

data management practices. My role is to coordinate and communicate 

this work and think about where it is going next. With ever expanding 

technological changes, it’s always a new frontier. What are our 

responsibilities, what are the responsibilities of researchers, and what 

resources are available to best partner to achieve the Institute’s goals?

Q: What’s the biggest challenge you face in data management?

A: It’s such a large area of endeavor; there is so much data being produced  

in the pursuit of human knowledge and accomplishment, and some part 

of it has to be maintained. Plus, research itself is always changing. There 

are always new tools and methods, but some of the basic needs remain 

constant—the challenge is how we address everything. We need to think 

about what we ultimately want to accomplish and how we serve the 

goals of the Institute, and to work backwards.

Q: What are some of the other issues you think about as the leader of 

this program?

A: Technology and our understanding of scholarly communications are 

constantly evolving. There used to be this idea of the researcher as a  

solitary hero. How do we combine that with the collaboration, inclusiveness, 

interdisciplinarity, and interconnectedness that research now requires? 

Data needs to be collected, documented, described, and made accessible 

in ways that extend its use beyond the original research focus, so it can 

be employed in ways even the researcher didn’t envision.

I also think about the voices in research that haven’t been heard because 

of issues of equity. We need to make data accessible in ways that expand 

global research participation: who can use it, what can it be used for, and 

how global contributors are being recognized.

Q&A with  
Amy Nurnberger 
Meet the Program Head for Data  
Management Services Libraries welcome new 

colleagues and salute 
decades of service

New Appointments

MARTINA ANDERSON //

E-Resources Associate

EMILY CRAWFORD //

Digital Collections Associate

RENÉE HELLENBRECHT //

Administrative Assistant

HYO LEE //

Metadata Quality Assurance Associate

AMY NURNBERGER //

Program Head for Data  
Management Services

SAM SPENCER //

Administrative Assistant/Access  
Services Associate

Retirements

CHARLENE FOLLETT //

Tangible Formats Acquisitions Librarian

JOE HANKINS //

Access Services Associate
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What’s New?

New from the MIT Press 
Digitization project provides access 
to hundreds of backlist titles

The MIT Press and the Internet Archive  

are partnering, with support from Arcadia,  

to scan, preserve, and enable libraries  

to lend hundreds of MIT Press books  

that are currently not available digitally. 

This partnership represents an important 

advance in bringing acclaimed titles across 

the MIT Press’ publications in science, 

technology, art, and architecture to a global 

online audience.

The joint initiative is a crucial early step 

in Internet Archive’s ambitious plans to 

digitize and provide public access to four 

million books, by partnering widely with 

university presses and other publishers  

to source print works, and enable readers 

to borrow the digital versions from any 

library that owns the physical book, as well 

as from archive.org

 An initial group of 1,500 MIT Press titles will 

be scanned at Internet Archive’s Boston 

Public Library facility, including Cyril Stanley 

Smith’s 1980 book, From Art to Science: 

Seventy-Two Objects Illustrating the Nature 

of Discovery, and Frederick Law Olmsted 

and Theodora Kimball’s Forty Years of 

Landscape Architecture: Central Park, which 

was published in 1973. The group’s oldest 

title is Arthur C. Hardy’s 1936 Handbook 

of Colorimetry. The full set of 1,500 deep 

backlist works should be available by the 

end of 2017.

We are grateful for the generosity of our library friends 

and supporters. Our donors enable the Libraries to support 

the MIT community and to advance the Institute’s mission 

by producing, collecting, and sharing knowledge to solve 

the world’s biggest problems. Thank you for your support.

$5,000 – $9,999

Joanne Cheng

Michael D. Good & JoAnn P. Close

Morton Grosser

Mary G. Lienhard

Mary S. Newman

Bruce Rubinger

Peter J. & Bonnie G. Sherwood

$2,500 – $4,999

Thomas P. Black

Donald B. Brown, Jr.

David Powers Trust

Michael Hostetler & Erica Pascal

Richard Griffin Keiser

Arnold & Margit Orange

Rinaldo A. Spinella

$1,000 – $2,499

Christopher Berman

Richard A. Blanchard

Richard C. Bradt

Marjorie C. Brandriss

Richard J. Breed

William H. Byrn

Amy Davidson Plummer

Dean G. Duffy

Thomas G. Evans

The Grodzins Fund

David Hallenbeck

Ross N. Hoffman

Robert P. & Carol M. Hooker

Allen S. Lee

Jeffrey A. Morrow

Mary J. O’Hearn

Robert P. Popadic

John I. Rho

Stuart J. Rubin

Claire L. Safford

Nancy C. Schrock

Warren & Phyllis Sewall

Phillip Hartley Smith

David I. Solo

Joan Stockard Trust

Michael L. Taviss

Alar Toomre

Jason Weller

Peter J. Wender

David A. Woodruff

$500 – $999

Anthony L. Abner

Leo L. Beranek

Bertha P. Chang

Richard T. Cockerill 

Jacqueline J. Desoer

Mary C. Fuller

Sara P. Gaucher

John Gavenonis

Nicholas T. Hamisevicz

Constance A. Herron

C. M. T. Hogan

Alan E. Kruse

Frederick J. Leonberger

Peter D. Matthews

Donald R. Mattison

R. Allen Miller

Matthew E. Monaghan

Jacek & Krystyna Mozdzanowski

Rekha Packer

Enlin Pan

William J. Pananos

Alice Pierce

Brandon W. Porter

Joshua W. Powell

Steven P. Ralston

Paul F. Romanelli & Deborah J. 
Waldman

Thomas John Rosalonko

Nicholas G. Ruggieri, Jr.

Ralph P. Santoro

Bahar B. Shah

Charles Steindel

William W. Toy

Emily V. Wade

Thank You 

$250,000+

Jen-King & Chiao-Shuen Daisy Jao

$100,000–$249,999

Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

Gareth R. & Sandra S. Eaton

Jeffrey & Nancy Halis

Virginia M. Johnsen

Barbara K. Ostrom

Thomas A. Stone & Valerie M. Warrior

$50,000–$99,999

Parallel Design Partnership Ltd.

The Seaver Institute

$25,000–$49,999

Lionel L. Kinney

$10,000–$24,999

Shirley M. Sontheimer
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MIT Libraries Partner with History Faculty on Slavery  
Project and Class

The Institute Archives and Special Collections is partnering with Craig Wilder, 

Barton L. Weller Professor of History, on a new fall undergraduate course and 

Institute project on MIT and Slavery. Students will study the history of MIT 

and those who supported its founding and explore the role that the slave trade 

and human slavery played in the development of MIT in light of 19th-century 

scientific and engineering needs. The Libraries’ User Experience and Web 

Services team will help create a website for the larger project where faculty 

research and student projects will inform an evolving history of MIT and slavery.

Art and Science Meet in Three-dimensional Display

This fall Hayden Library is hosting “EarthArt,” an exhibit 

allowing library users to create and show expressive work 

on the iGlobe, a large, spherical display used for presenting 

images, movies, and real-time data. Glenn Flierl, professor of 

oceanography, is organizing the exhibit, which is supported 

by a grant from the Council for the Arts at MIT.

“We hope to engage a broad spectrum of students, researchers, staff, and faculty 

who would like to express their knowledge about and concern for the Earth  

and our environment,” says Flierl. Although the emphasis is on work related  

to climate and environmental concerns, students are welcome to create any 

type of art on the iGlobe.

MIT Reads Builds Momentum

By the numbers, the first year of the Libraries’ community-wide reading program 

was a great success. Three selections—Redefining Realness by Janet Mock, 

Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly, and The Paper Menagerie by Ken Liu—

explored different dimensions of diversity and inclusion. The Libraries provided 

more than 200 free books to students, and library copies circulated 152 times. 

Discussion sessions drew 138 people, and nearly 600 attended author events. 

Even better, MIT Reads achieved its goal of fostering understanding across the 

Institute. “It really did make me feel more connected to the MIT community, 

even while I was far away doing dissertation research,” said one participant.  

“I loved knowing that each book was selected by a student group on campus.”

Keep reading
This fall, the MIT community is reading Americanah by Chimamanda 

Ngozi Adichie, chosen in partnership with My Sister’s Keeper, an 

initiative designed to support the continued success of MIT’s black 

women students. Visit libraries.mit.edu/mit-reads

MIT Press’ Kelly McDougall and Amy Brand
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William M. Robertson

Charles C. Robinson

Peter T. Rogers

Rebecca M. Rogers

Shaun Roth & Kari Lin Kimura

Warren W. Rouse

Eugene S. Rubin

James V. & Evelyn W. Ryan

Joseph D. Sacco

Shastri S. Sandy

Ethan J. Schreier & Janet M. Levine

Saniel M. Schwartz

Aaron Seidman

Carol Tucker Seward

Ellyn Shain

Peter Shanahan

Edward Shoucair

John A. Shriver

Todd Sjoblom

Nualhathai P. Songsanand

Michael Southworth

C. Robert Sprich

Edmund B. Staples, III

Stephen & Brigitte Steadman

Gilbert R. Stegen

Priscilla T. Stoyanof

James B. Sullivan

Barbara A. Swanson

Joy Szekely

Glenn E. Taylor

Milton B. Trageser

George A. Troychak

Martin S. Tyson

Donald F. Vahrenkamp

Bonnie Van Der Pers

Kimberly A. Vermeer

Preetinder S. Virk

Carmine Vona

Sandra R. Waal

Joyce C. Wang

Shenq Huey Wang & Alice F. Hsu

Jacquelyn Ward

Laurence O. Ward

William L. Webster

Jane Weinberg

Xiao X. Wen

Sara E. Wermiel

Catherine F. White

Robert T. Willis, III

Stanley M. Wolf

John E. Woodward, Jr.

Guanghua Wu & Li Song

Stephen S. Yao

Chien-Ning Yu & Jocelyn Nee

Roger & Maggy Yu

Ming Zhang

Robert A. Zimmerman

Gerrit W. Zwar

ORGANIZATION —  
MATCHING FUNDS

BAE Systems Inc.

Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation

Eli Lilly & Company Foundation

Elsevier Foundation

ExxonMobil Foundation

FM Global Foundation

General Electric Foundation

Global Competitiveness

Gradco, LLC

Grantham Mayo Van Otterloo & Co.

Intel Corporation

Microsoft Corporation

Pfizer Foundation

Wells Fargo Foundation

IN HONOR OF

Roxana S. Azimi

Yarden Katz

Xiaonan Lin

IN MEMORY OF

Karl W. Ahlstrand, Jr.

Dean Pietro Belluschi

Stephen H. Crandall

Melvin M. Falkof

Thomas L. Hallenbeck

Kevin Lynch

Koichi Masubuchi

Peter D. Matthews

Mary S. Newman

Robert B. Newman

Michael B. Packer

John N. Pierce

David B. Powers

William T. Rhoades

Walter Rubin

George J. Safford

Joan Stockard

Ali Tayar

Charles M. Vest

D. Reid Weedon, Jr.

Ann J. Wolpert

This list acknowledges gifts to the 

MIT Libraries of $100 or greater 

made during MIT’s 2017 fiscal 

year. We do our best to ensure the 

accuracy of this listing, however  

if we have inadvertently excluded 

you, or you prefer to be listed in  

a different way in the future, please 

accept our apologies and contact  

klangley@mit.edu or 617–452–2123  

so we can update our records.

$250 – $499

Jose Luis & Aimee Katherine  
Andrade

Gabriel G. Blanton

Steven R. Breitstein

Howard F. Chan

G. Doyle Daves, Jr.

Tracy A. Embree

R. T. Freebairn-Smith

Shing K. Fung

Kenneth G. Hellyar

Gerald Z. Hertz

Henry & Lisa Houh

Eric Lanzendorf

Leonard Levin

Victor & Ruth McElheny

Chadwyck T. Musser

Karen L. Nelson

Kenneth Ogan

Paul C. Paternoster

Jeffrey B. Sakaguchi

Arnold M. Schwartz

Ryoichi R. Shiono

Vicki T. Smith

Peter W. Staecker

Gregory R. Steinbrecher

Bruce D. Sunstein

Mitchell Tasman

Victor Tom & Sze-Wen Kuo

Stephanie Wingfield

$100 – $249

Rachele F. Adler

Joan P. Ahlstrand

Mani & Nooshin T. Azimi

Constantine S. Bardjis

Mark & Susan Barter

Hugh A. Barton

William H. Bean

Jeff Berg

Arrak Bhattacharyya

Geoffrey J. Bunza

Eric W. Burger

Ivan R. Burns & Anne W. Hayden

Julian J. Bussang

Angela M. Carangelo

William J. Cavanaugh

Tanadit Charoenchan

Yun Wang & Yaping Chen

William & Meeho Chin

Clara Chow

Flora Chow

Raymond K. Clark

Gerald L. Clarke

Noriko Clement

Brent H. Cochran

Richard A. Cohen & Mindy  
L. Garber

John W. Cook

Pamela Coravos

Cheryl A. Costa

Richard E. Davis

Neal Bernard Dowling, Jr.

Larry & Agelia Durand

Kevin E. Dutcher

Alokesh Duttaroy

William S. Ewing, III

Daniel Falcone

August Ferretti

David V. Finch

R. Freedman

Mona Freeman

Richard Freeman

Mark Fritz

Nathan A. Gammon

Steven Gass

Charles R. & Wendy C. Gilman

Joseph A. Godrick

Rolf Goetze

O. Michael Gordon

Arthur C. Grant

Rochelle F. Grober

Robert T. Gudz

Kyle Haas

Allegra D. Hakim

Michael R. Hall

Elizabeth C. Happel-Moser

William J. Hecht

Steven J. Hollowell

Charles J. Hrbek

Arslan Ibrahimi

Anurag C. Jain

Susan E. Jaster

Thirumalai & Vasanthi Jayakumar

Meghan A. Jendrysik

Brandy A. Karl

Bonny S. Kellermann

Ali Khattab

John Kirk

Donald D. Klema

Mitsuo Kosaka

Marcia Krupnikoff

Daniel P. Kurtz

John S. Lague

Jonathan S. Lane

Teresa Lantz

Lance E. Laver

Patricia A. Leighfield

Judith Lin

Ken J. Lin

Yi Lin and Zhi Qu

Lowell E. Lindgren

Lawrence D. Loomis-Price

Richard Lovelace, Jr.

Joyce Lund

Douglas S. Luther

Richard H. Lyon

Jeff MacSwan

David McCaleb & Lee Anne Kowalski

Virginia S. McCurdy

Nancye Mims

William J. Nicholson

John F. Olson

Daniel L. Orange

Oscar Orringer

Marcos G. Ortiz

Joseph C. Ottney

Alexandre Parenteau

Susan M. Park

June Penn

Jennifer Pieszak

Martin L. Resnick

Patricia Rhoades

Alma L. Ring

Steven J. Riskind

STEPHEN SKUCE & STEWART ROBERTS   
at Discovery Under the Dome

OWEN WILLIAMS & ROSALIND 

WILLIAMS at the Lewis 20th 
Anniversary Celebration

RICHARD BREED & 

PROFESSOR MICHAEL CUTHBERT

DOROTHEA BLACK & JERROLD 

ZINDLER at Discovery  
Under the Dome
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NOVEMBER EVENTS

Study Break

Furry First Friday

November 3  
2–3:30PM 

Hayden Library (14S-100)

DECEMBER EVENTS

Study Break

Cookies with Canines

December 14  
2–3:30PM 

Hayden Library (14S-100)

JANUARY EVENTS

Workshops & Classes

IAP: Independent  

Activities Period

January 2–February 2 
Offered throughout the month

Fall & Winter Events 2017

Like us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/mitlib

Follow us on Instagram at 
instagram.com/mitlibraries

Follow us on Twitter  
@mitlibraries

MIT Reads Book Discussions

Americanah

Mid-November 
Visit libraries.mit.edu  
for updates


