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WHAT IS COPYRIGHT? 

Copyright is a bundle of five rights. 

Authors may retain some, or all, of this 

bundle of five exclusive rights when 

publishing: 

• To reproduce your work 

• To prepare derivatives (e.g. translations or 

expanded versions) of your work 

• To distribute your work 

• To display your work publicly 

• To perform your work publicly 

 

Copyright also includes the right to authorize 

others to perform these actions. 

 

 

RETAINING RIGHTS AS AN 

AUTHOR 

Many authors wish to retain rights: 

To reuse their work in teaching, future publications 

(including theses) 

To share their work, including through websites, 

subject-based preprint servers, or university faculty 

research collections like MIT’s DSpace 

To give the right to others to use their work, if they 

wish 

To comply with funder requirements, such as those of 

NIH or HHMI 

Publisher copyright agreements do not 

necessarily allow the author to retain all 

these rights. 

TRANSFER OF COPYRIGHT 

Publisher’s Agreements 

The creator of a work owns the copyright as soon as 

the work is fixed in a tangible form – for example, 

when it is saved on a hard drive.  

 

The publisher needs a written agreement in order to 

publish or distribute a work.   

 

The agreement commonly transfers copyright to the 

publisher, and may give some rights back to the 

creator.   

 

If you wish to have rights to your work post-

publication, you need to be sure those 

rights are specified in any agreement you 

sign, or that the article falls under a special 

MIT agreement (see p.2). 

 

To alter the publisher’s agreement: 

 Edit to reflect the rights you want. OR 

 Attach the MIT Amendment. This one-page 

legal document adds author rights to a 

standard copyright agreement 

Download the MIT amendment from: 

http://libraries.mit.edu/copyright-amend 

 

The MIT amendment has been legally 

vetted and specifically created for MIT 

authors who want to retain rights.  
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SPECIAL AGREEMENTS FOR MIT 

AUTHORS  

MIT Faculty Open Access Policy  

Passed unanimously by the MIT faculty on 3/18/09, 

the Policy gives MIT permission to share faculty-

authored scholarly articles openly on the web, and 

allows authors to reuse these works.  The Policy 

applies to all faculty-authored articles, including  

articles co-authored by graduate students and faculty 

authors. 

 

Manuscripts of articles may be submitted under the 

Policy at: http://libraries.mit.edu/oasubmit.   

 

Articles will then appear in MIT’s open-access 

research repository, DSpace@MIT.  

 

For more information: 

http://libraries.mit.edu/oapolicy 

Special Author Rights for Springer 

Articles 

A special agreement between MIT and the publisher 

Springer extends broad reuse and posting rights to 

MIT authors.  

 

The author’s manuscript may be deposited in any 

repository, and the author may use articles for any 

scholarly or educational purposes, including theses.  

 

Please submit author manuscripts of articles to 

http://libraries.mit.edu/oasubmit. 

Articles will then appear in MIT’s open-access 

research repository, DSpace@MIT. 

Special Author Rights for Major 

Publishers: use figures without 

permission 

Contracts signed by the MIT Libraries make it easier 

for MIT authors to use figures, illustrations, or tables 

from major publishers in new scholarly publications, 

including theses.   

MIT authors can use figures, illustrations, or tables 

from journals published by Elsevier, Springer, Taylor 

& Francis or Wiley, without asking any permission or 

paying any fee. 

See: http://libraries.mit.edu/usingfigures. 

 

FAIR USE 

Reuse of Figures, Images, and Other 

Content in Theses 

If you want to reuse a figure, table, image, or other 

content in your thesis, you may not need permission 

from the copyright holder.  In addition to the special 

contract terms described above, fair use may apply.  

US copyright law’s fair use exemption allows authors 

to use portions of a copyrighted work under certain 

circumstances without obtaining permission. To 

determine whether or not a proposed reuse qualifies 

for this fair use exemption, there are four factors to 

consider:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For a review of the factors, see:  

http://libraries.mit.edu/usingimagesintheses 

and: http://techtv.mit.edu/videos/4882 

 

PUBLISHER POLICIES 

Theses and Article Publishing 

Publisher policies vary regarding graduate students’ 

rights to reuse their previously published articles in 

their theses.   Policies on accepting journal 

submissions that first appeared in an author’s 

previously released thesis also vary. 

To review publisher policies on these issues see: 

http://libraries.mit.edu/publishersandtheses 

http://libraries.mit.edu/usingimagesintheses

