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Why Are You Here?

ƷYouôre managing research data 

(your own, or your labôs)

ƷYouôre not sure how to do that 

ƷYouôre not sure if you should worry about it

ƷYou want some clues and pointers



What Is Data?

ƷObservational data captured in real-time
ÁExamples: Sensor readings, telemetry, survey results, 

neuroimages

ÁUsually irreplaceable

ƷExperimental data from lab equipment
ÁExamples: gene sequences, chromatograms, toroid 

magnetic field readings

ÁOften reproducible, but can be expensive



What Is Data?

ƷSimulation data generated from test models
ÁExamples: climate models, economic models

ÁModel and metadata (inputs) more important than 
output data

ƷDerived or compiled data
ÁExamples: text and data mining, compiled database, 3D 

models 

ÁReproducible (but very expensive)


