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One of my favorite things about working on a college campus is the annual 

sense of renewal that arrives every fall along with the students. My first autumn 

at MIT brings new beginnings and invigorating possibilities. Two new senior 

leaders have joined the team — Greg Eow as our new Associate Director for 

Collections, and Amy Brand as the new Director of the MIT Press. You can read 

more about both Greg and Amy (and the MIT Press) in this issue of Bibliotech. 

In another development that will surely bring renewed attention to the MIT 

Libraries and more generally, the role of research libraries in the modern age, 

MIT’s Provost Martin A. Schmidt has asked me to lead an Institute-wide task 

force of faculty, students, staff, and other experts on the Future of Libraries. 

We hope this conversation will include many voices, so I encourage you to look 

inside this issue for more information, including the website address where you 

can join the discussion.

Of course, the future of libraries will always include the responsibility and 

privilege of collecting and stewarding our cultural and scholarly history. To that 

end, I have allocated a portion of our collections budget to the acquisition of 

rare books — thus establishing the first fund at the MIT Libraries exclusively 

designated for rare books. I hope you will be as pleased as I am by such 

inaugural purchases as a first edition of Émilie du Châtelet’s French translation 

of Newton’s Principia Mathematica. There is more inside Bibliotech about this 

wonderful book and the extraordinary woman who wrote it, and about MIT’s 

use of rare books in the classroom.

All of us at the MIT Libraries are deeply grateful for the generous support of our 

donors. Much of the work we do would not be possible without the gifts made 

by those we acknowledge in our Donor Honor Roll. As we move into the next 

phase of innovation and renewal for the MIT Libraries, your continued support 

will be ever more crucial to our success, so I hope you will take this opportunity 

to give generously to our future.

Chris Bourg, PhD 
DIRECTOR OF THE LIBRARIES

617–253–5297 
cbourg@mit.edu

@mchris4duke
chrisbourg.wordpress.com
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From the Director

In academic libraries, preservation, general 

collections, and special collections don’t 

typically fall under the same organizational 

umbrella. This is one of the reasons Greg 

Eow is excited to be the new associate 

director for collections at MIT Libraries,  

a position he began on August 3rd.

Eow came to MIT from Harvard, where he 

served as the Charles Warren Bibliographer 

for American History, and helped build 

humanities and social sciences collections. 

Prior to that, he worked at the Yale 

University Library.

At MIT, Eow hopes to “foster a holistic 

philosophy” among the departments 

he oversees. “When we build a shared 

awareness that we’re all part of a larger 

enterprise, we’ll find synergies and be more  

effective in our different areas of operation,”  

he said. “I’m keen to bring these communities  

together in a way that benefits them all.”

Greg Eow 
Associate Director 
for Collections 

Staff Profile

“It’s a rare and irresistible 

opportunity to work with  

these departments together 

in one portfolio.”

Bold New Vision
Task force charged with reinventing the research library

A new task force has begun engaging the 

MIT community in a discussion about 

the future of libraries. At the request of 

Provost Martin Schmidt, MIT Libraries 

Director Chris Bourg will lead an ad hoc 

group composed of faculty, staff, and 

students to develop what Schmidt called  

“a bold new vision for a library system,”  

one that might help define “new models  

for a modern, innovative research library.”

With the goal of issuing a report by the  

end of the 2015 – 2016 academic year, the Ad 

Hoc Task Force on the Future of Libraries 

will solicit input from key stakeholders  

and subject matter experts in considering  

a wide range of topics, including:

• The development of innovative 

platforms and tools for discovering, 

accessing, and preserving information

• The optimal role and design of physical 

library spaces at MIT

• The function of tangible collections 

in the life of the Institute

• The relationship of MIT libraries to 

the global library community

• Ways to leverage libraries to MIT’s 

competitive advantage in the 

recruitment of new faculty  

and researchers, and to attract  

prospective students

The task force, said Bourg, represents a unique opportunity 

for the MIT community to strategize about “the role of libraries 

in the context of transformative changes in higher education, 

technology, publishing, and research.”

For more information visit:
future-of-libraries.mit.edu
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Featured Special Collection

Although youthful compared to its 

centenarian peers, the 53-year-old MIT Press 

is one of the largest university presses in 

the world. It publishes more than 200 new 

books each year along with 30 journals in 

the arts and humanities, the social and 

natural sciences, and technology, among 

other disciplines. With a deep bench of 

authors and a reputation for risk-taking, the 

Press has established a significant presence 

in the publishing world for books in such 

areas as architecture, social theory, and 

cognitive science. Committed to serving 

both the MIT community and a global 

readership, the MIT Press offers a range of 

publications in both print and digital formats, 

and continues to seek innovative methods 

for delivering pathbreaking content.

Young Press, 
Major Impact
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Special offer to Bibliotech readers:
Visit mitpress.mit.edu and use code  

MBIBLIO40 at checkout for a 40% 

discount off orders of any MIT Press 

books now through January 31, 2016.

When Amy Brand PhD ’89 first arrived in Cambridge for graduate studies in 

cognitive science, Kendall Square was “a bleak place,” she said, with a greasy 

spoon diner as the only walkable lunch option. But, Brand recalls, she also had  

a “gleaming oasis”: the MIT Press Bookstore, where she’d spend hours poring 

over the latest offerings.

Thirty years later she is astonished to find herself in a bustling, vibrant Kendall 

Square, taking direction of the MIT Press, where, she said, “the excitement of 

renewal is palpable.”

According to Chris Bourg, Director of the MIT Libraries, Brand is “the ideal  

leader for the MIT Press at this time of tremendous change and opportunity  

for scholarly publishing.” 

Brand most recently served as a vice president at Digital Science, and prior to  

that she was an assistant provost at Harvard University and a program manager 

in Harvard’s Office for Scholarly Communication. From 1994  to 2000, she was an 

executive editor for MIT Press in cognitive science and linguistics.

Brand will oversee traditional print acquisitions for the press, and help develop 

new technologies for digital content delivery to a worldwide audience. “The MIT 

Press has a stellar reputation and history of taking risks and I’m looking forward 

to breaking new ground,” she said.

 Meet Amy Brand 
New director shapes future of MIT Press 

MIT’s Rotch Library is home to a small but growing 

collection of contemporary artists’ books — a type of art 

object that defies simple definition and embraces many 

forms. Some artists’ books resemble traditional books, 

while others use the printed book as a starting point. A 

search for “artists’ books” uncovers books about making 

books, the history of the book, and some actual artists’ 

books. Many artists’ books are clever, some are funny, 

others are somber, but all invite engagement through 

some form of physical manipulation.

The Rotch collection focuses on artists’ books published 

from the 20th century through the present, and is 

deliberately interdisciplinary, reflecting the interests 

and mission of the Institute. The collection explores 

key areas such as the technology of the printed book 

(construction, type, interactivity, portability); the 

connection between research and making; the ways in 

which art and science methodologies and techniques can 

inform and influence one another; and the relationship 

between digital and analog technologies. 

Future additions to the Rotch collection will include 

explorations in experimental bookmaking, printmaking, 

graphic design, technology, and contemporary  

print culture.

In the coming year, MIT Libraries plan to raise the 

visibility and use of these artists’ books. The collection 

will undergo a thorough audit, and new Rotch Library 

display cases will make these unusual and often hidden 

gems accessible for viewing and experiencing.

Hidden Gems
Building a Contemporary Artists’ Book Collection
— Lareese Hall, Architecture and Art Librarian

Top: Peter & Donna Thomas, The Actual  

Accordion Book (2014) / The Pencil (2010).  

Laura Davidson, Architectonic. (1999). 

Thomas Parker Williams, Traveler No. 1. (2012).

Left: Peter & Donna Thomas, Not Paper (2010).  

Edward Ruscha, Twentysix Gasoline Stations (1969).  

Heidi Neilson, Atlas Dream Sequence (2011). 

Walter Hamady, Hunkering: The Last  

Gæbberjab²⁹⁶ Number Eight and IX/XVIths,  

or, Aleatory Annexations (2005). 

Werner Pfeiffer, Zig Zag: A Book (2010).  

Maret, Russell, Euclid, Thomas Little Heath,  

& Daniel E. Kelm, Interstices & Intersections  

or, An Autodidact Comprehends a Cube:  

Thirteen Euclidean Propositions (2014).

Right: Warja Lavater, Little Red Riding Hood (1971).

photography credit: L. Barry Hetherington

200
NEW BOOKS EACH YEAR

30
JOURNALS IN VARIOUS DISCIPLINES

📰
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Long before the digital age, safeguarding 

correspondence and important documents 

from prying eyes was a concern. Research 

by Jana Dambrogio, MIT Libraries Thomas 

F. Peterson, Jr. (1957) Conservator, has 

revealed that for centuries “prominent 

figures as well as everyday people” 

deployed clever methods to deter snooping 

into private written communications.

In historical collections worldwide, 

Dambrogio has uncovered hundreds of 

examples of what she calls “letterlocking”: 

elaborate techniques that involve folding, 

cutting, and sealing messages written on 

paper and parchment.

Dambrogio first encountered letterlocking 

while a fellow in the Vatican Secret 

Archives. She found letters from the 15th 

and 16th centuries with peculiar slits and 

sheared-off corners. Close examination 

showed some documents had been folded 

Spy-proof Letters  Bib·li·o·tech     07

Spy-proof Letters 
Researcher details historic techniques 
for securing correspondence

and “locked” by piercing a paper security 

tab through a slit, wrapping, and sealing  

it shut with wax.

Dambrogio began turning up other 

examples of letterlocking in such collections  

as the British Library and Harvard’s 

Houghton Library. She learned that Queen 

Elizabeth I, Galileo, Marie Antoinette, 

John Donne, and MIT’s own William 

Barton Rogers, among others deployed 

letterlocking techniques.

In addition to developing a dictionary of 

letterlocking, Dambrogio employs replicas 

of locked letters in her teaching sessions. 

A recently uncovered European archive 

promises to show “letterlocking like you’ve 

never seen it,” she said. And a book is on the 

way. Dambrogio admits feeling “evangelical” 

about an area of study obscure even to 

fellow scholars. “This is such a brand-new 

field,” she said. 

In addition to a dictionary of 

letterlocking, Dambrogio has 

also created replicas of locked 

letters, which she displays in 

interactive exhibitions.
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For more Information visit: 
janadambrogio.com/letterlock/ 

#letterlocking-format-catgories

techtv.mit.edu/collections/letterlocking

This year, for the first time, the Libraries allocated 

funds specifically for the purchase of rare materials 

with the twin goals of filling gaps in the collection 

and broadening its scope. Acquisitions made  

with these funds are already making an impact  

in the classroom.

Principes Mathématiques (1759) arrived in July. 

Written by mathematician/physicist Émilie du 

Châtelet, a woman whose accomplishments 

astonished Enlightenment-era France, the volume 

was featured in a rare books session for incoming 

freshmen. Students have also been examining two 

other recent purchases: a cuneiform tablet from 

2000 BCE, and Ephraim Chambers’ groundbreaking 

Cyclopaedia (1728), which rounds out the Libraries’ 

substantial collection of encyclopedias.

These rare books will be housed in the Institute 

Archives and Special Collections, adding to 

an already varied and vibrant repository of 

educational items. In these collections, students 

are invited to examine such monuments in the 

history of printing as a 1493 Nuremberg Chronicle. 

They may compare William Barton Rogers’ personal 

copy of Newton’s Principia with an alchemical 

manuscript handwritten by Newton himself, or 

analyze the differences and similarities between 

a lavish manuscript book of hours from 1450, and 

Gutenberg Bible leaves from the same decade.

With ongoing financial support, MIT Libraries 

aims to make rare books an even more valuable 

teaching resource across MIT’s curriculum. On 

the shopping list: additional works by women in 

science, a parchment scroll, a title by Robert Boyle, 

and a printer’s woodblock, among others.

As the Libraries’ rare 

book collections 

grow, they become 

an increasingly rich 

teaching resource.

Tomes
Rare book fund fuels new acquisitions

— Stephen Skuce, Program Manager for Rare Books

Left: Photographs of 

Principes Mathématiques 

(1759)  

Right: Scan of opening page 

for Principes Mathématiques 

(1759) 

For more information   
about the collection, contact mithistory@mit.edu
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News from the MIT Libraries

What’s New?

2016 marks the 100th anniversary of MIT’s 

move across the Charles River from 

Boston’s Back Bay to its current location 

in Cambridge. In honor of the occasion, 

MIT Libraries will stage an exhibit, The 

Great Stride: MIT Moves to Cambridge, in the 

Maihaugen Gallery early in the new year. The 

show will feature the people who planned, 

labored, and provided the resources to build 

a “New Technology,” and it will also offer 

information and images from the three days 

of festivities in June of 1916 to celebrate the 

new campus. The exhibit is one of a variety 

of Institute-wide activities being planned by 

departments across campus. In addition to 

staging the exhibit, the MIT Libraries will be 

represented at an Open House at MIT on 

April 23, 2016, Under the Dome: Come Explore 

MIT!, where members of the MIT community, 

neighbors, and friends will be welcome to 

learn first-hand about MIT, past and present.

“The Great Stride”
Exhibit commemorates 
MIT’s move 

100th Anniversary

We are grateful for the generosity of our library friends 

and supporters. Our donors make it possible for the MIT  

Libraries to provide the MIT community with exceptional 

services and programs. Thank you for your support! 

$5,000 – $9,999

Anonymous

Gareth & Sandra Eaton 

Paul G. Gregory III 

Mary S. Newman 

Barbara K. Ostrom

Carlos Prieto

Bruce Rubinger

Bonnie Greeley Sherwood

Peter J. Sherwood

Bruce D. Sunstein

$2,500 – $4,999

Peggy Berman

Thomas P. Black

Richard T. Cockerill

Michael Hostetler & Erica Pascal

Gerald Nykolak

Arnold & Margit Orange

James & Marianne Rothnie

$1,000 – $2,499

Barbara K. Abbott

Winifred J. Biehl

Andreas S. Bommarius

Richard C. Bradt

Marjorie C. Brandriss
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Donald B. Brown, Jr.

Carol W. Bruno 

Jean Cottrell

Robert C. Cowen

Charles W. Dietrich

Dean G. Duffy

Thomas G. Evans

Michael Good & JoAnn Close

David Hallenbeck

Daniel C. Harris

Richard H. Hinchcliff

Ross N. Hoffman

Linda Hutchins

Thomas S. Ingra

Sarah Koskie

Allen S. Lee

Robert R. Mitchell

Mollusca Fund

Jeffrey Morrow & Sara Gaucher 

Mary J. O’Hearn

Daniel L. Orange

Enlin Pan

William J. Pananos

Catherine Parham

Robert P. Popadic

John I. Rho, MD

Stuart J. Rubin

Dr. Daniel Seligson

Warren & Phyllis Sewall

David I. Solo

Joan Stockard

Donna L. Strawbridge

Michael L. Taviss

Alar & Joyce Toomre 

Amy & Jason Weller

Peter J. Wender

Frederick O. Yohn, Jr.

$500 – $999

Anthony L. Abner

Arrak Bhattacharyya

Bertha P. Chang

Joanne Cheng

Mark S. Day

Mary Fuller

John Gavenonis

Gradient

Lilah Groisser

Constance A. Herron

David A. Johnson

Alan E. Kruse

Frederick J. Leonberger

Thank You 

Survey findings reveal key 
preferences in MIT community

Results are in from the most recent MIT 

Libraries survey, conducted January-

February 2015. More than 5,400 MIT 

community members responded.

Key findings include:

• Students value librarian involvement in 

a class, indicating they were able to apply 

acquired skills to that class (73.8%) and 

generalize those skills elsewhere (90.1%).

• The MIT community demonstrates low 

awareness (below 15%) of the Libraries’ 

Research Data Management services, yet 

more than 50% of respondents rate such 

assistance as important or even essential.

80%
PREFERENCE FOR ELECTRONIC JOURNALS

LAPTOP

Festive retirement party

Former Interim Director of Libraries 

Steve Gass enjoyed a festive retirement 

celebration in September

$100,000 – $250,000

William Byrn & Linda Chadwick 

Thomas Stone & Valerie Warrior

$50,000 – $99,999

Lionel L. Kinney

$10,000 – $25,000

Shirley M. Sontheimer

Supporting the Libraries

• More than 80% of the community 

continue to express a strong preference 

for journals and conference proceedings 

 in electronic format.

• Students seek but find it difficult to 

locate campus spaces where it is OK 

to be “loud in private,” such as rooms 

for conducting an interview or making  

a phone call.

• Preference for electronic textbooks has 

edged out print textbooks by 2.6%, 43.9% 

to 41.3%.
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James & Pamela McNaughton

David & Julie Mendelowitz

William L. Menninger

Sanford J. Morganstein

John F. Olson

Oscar Orringer

Susan M. Park

Alan W. Peevers

Elwin C. Penski

Robert D. Phair

Jennifer Pieszak

Bil Ragan 

Adam C. Rigel

Steven J. Riskind

Richard & Fu-meei Robbins

William M. Robertson

Charles C. Robinson

Warren W. Rouse

Eugene S. Rubin

George D. Ryerson

Joseph D. Sacco

Jeffrey B. Sakaguchi

Midori B. Sakai

Jeffrey Scherer

J. Eric Schonblom

Barbara Z. Sedlin

Elsie Y. Seetoo

Stanley Segall

Aaron & Ruth Seidman 

Carol Tucker Seward

Peter Shanahan

Edward Shoucair

John A. Shriver

Linda A. Sigman

Emil Sit & Aleksandra  
Mozdzanowska 

Gilbert B. Solitare

C. Robert Sprich

Peter W. Staecker

Edmund B. Staples, III

Stephen & Brigitte Steadman 

Frank J. Stefanov-Wagner

Joy Szekely

Frederick Tahk

Glenn E. Taylor

George A. Troychak

Martin S. Tyson

Donald F. Vahrenkamp

Bonnie Van Der Pers

Kimberly A. Vermeer

Yun Wang & Yaping Chen 

Sam Bass Warner, Jr.

Robert M. White

Harriet Wollman

John E. Woodward, Jr.

Carl I. Wunsch

Chien-Ning Yu & Jocelyn Nee 

Roger & Maggy Yu 

Ming Zhang

Gerrit W. Zwart

ORGANIZATION —  
MATCHING FUNDS

Analog Devices, Inc.

Boeing Company

ExxonMobil Foundation

FM Global Foundation

GlaxoSmithKline Foundation

Grantham Mayo Van Otterloo & Co.

Lockheed Martin Foundation

Microsoft Corporation

Pfizer Foundation

Raytheon Co.

Wells Fargo Foundation

IN HONOR OF

Dean G. Duffy

Jay W. Forrester

Rosemary W. McNaughton

Theresa A. Tobin

IN MEMORY OF

William G. Abbott, Jr.

William G. Abbott, III

Karl W. Ahlstrand, Jr.

James K. Berman

Robert F. Biehl

Richard F. Cottrell

Hope G. Dershowitz

Walter J. C. Grant

Thomas L. Hallenbeck

Esther B. Hinchcliff

Albert G. Hutchins, III

Kevin Lynch 

Joseph S. Newell 

Robert B. Newman

John N. Pierce

Herb Pomeroy

Walter Rubin

Carl G. Sontheimer

Lee E. Strawbridge

James Lee Stockard

Aaron Swartz

Aaron Taylor Whitehouse

Ann J. Wolpert

This list acknowledges gifts to the 

MIT Libraries of $100 or greater 

made during MIT’s 2015 fiscal year. 

We do our best to ensure the 

accuracy of this listing, however  

if we have inadvertently excluded 

you, or you prefer to be listed in  

a different way in the future, please 

accept our apologies and contact  

klangley@mit.edu or 617–452–2123  

so we can update our records.

Dave & Dianna Magnoni

Peter D. Matthews

Jacek & Krystyna Mozdzanowski 

Lauren E. Oldja

Alice Pierce

Brandon W. Porter

Steven P. Ralston

Thomas John Rosalanko

Ralph P. Santoro

Charles Steindel

Michael T. Strauss

William W. Toy

Emily V. Wade

$250 – $499

William H. Bean

L. Stephen Brace

Pavel Bystricky

Mary T. Centner

G. Doyle Daves, Jr.

Amy Davidson Plummer

Tracy A. Embree

Hector E. Gamboa-Arizpe

O. Michael Gordon

Neil V. Hamblin

Nicholas T. Hamisevicz

Russell D. Hayden

Kenneth G. Hellyar

Charles D. Himmelblau

Manley R. Irwin

Brandy A. Karl

Ken J. Lin

R. Allen Miller

Chadwyck T. Musser

Cynthia Hale Nicholson

Kenneth Ogan

Paul C. Paternoster

Richard A. Peterson

Edward E. Pilat

Robert J. Raymond

Martin L. Resnick

Philip & Aparna Rolfe

Paul Romanelli & Deborah Waldman

David M. J. Saslav

Ryoichi R. Shiono

Priscilla T. Stoyanof

Garrett Stuck & Pamela Coravos 

Mitchell Tasman

John R. Van Amsterdam

Shenq Huey Wang & Alice Hsu 

Robert T. Willis, III 

Stanley M. Wolf

$100 – $249

Erika Diane Abbas

Adeyinka E. Adenekan

Rachele F. Adler

Joan P. Ahlstrand

Erik S. Bailey

Hugh A. Barton

Joleen & Kevin Bonde

David J. Bondelevitch

Robert Borshay

Lisa J. N. Bradley

Geoffrey J. Bunza

Ivan R. Burns

Yuan Cheng

Raymond K. Clark

Mrs. Noriko Clement

Richard Cohen & Mindy Garber

Walter L. Colby, III

Libby Cone

John W. Cook

Betsy Davis

Richard E. Davis

Violeta Demonte

William S. Dershowitz

Olivia E. Devereux

Liz Diamond

Neal Bernard Dowling, Jr.

Elissa Jill Flagg

Sergio P. D. Garcia

Steven Gass

Karl A. Geiger

Charles A. Gellar

Rolf Goetze

Rob Goodson

Mark Gorstein

Jeffrey M. Grandy

Arthur C. Grant

Alan J. Grodzinsky

Robert T. Gudz

Eugenie Hainsworth

E. Carl Hanks, Jr.

Matthew J. Hanna

William J. Hecht

C. M. T. Hogan

Charles J. Hrbek

Jen-King Jao

Susan E. Jaster

Janet L. Jozwiak

J. Patrick Kinney

Donald D. Klema

Dean E. Kross, MD

Eric B. Kula

Don F. Kumamoto

Lillian Y. Kuo

Jonathan S. Lane

Eric Lanzendorf

Lance E. Laver

Fred Lee &  Judy Lih-An Chen 

Leonard Levin

Judith Lin

Xiaonan Lin

Richard Lovelace, Jr.

Douglas S. Luther

Richard H. Lyon

Chad Daniel Marchewka

Edward N. Marcus

Arlene & Charles Marge

Virginia S. McCurdy
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KARA FLYG, MARTIN ROBERTS 

& JANA DAMBROGIO

STEPHEN SKUCE & 

MARTIN ROBERTS

PROFESSOR MARY FULLER

NANCY SCHROCK &  

THOMAS PETERSON JR.

MARY LEEN &  

EDUARDO ANDRADE LIMA
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Open Performance  

Open Mic 

December 4 
noon – 1 PM  
Lewis Music Library (14E-109)

Study Break 

Cookies with Canines

December 10 
2 – 3:30 PM 
Hayden Library (14s-100)

Workshops & Classes 

IAP—Independent 

Activities Period 

January 4–29 
Offered daily throughout 
the month

Study Break 

Furry First Friday 

March 4 

2 – 4 PM 
Hayden Library (14s-100)

Events 2o15 – 2016

Music Concert 

14th Annual Prokopoff 

Violin Music Concert 

Date to be announced 
noon – 1 PM 
Lewis Music Library (14e-109)

Event Series 

Preservation Week 

April 24 – 30

DECEMBER EVENTS

Like us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/mitlib

Follow us on Instagram at 
instagram.com/mitlibraries

Follow us on Twitter 
@mitlibraries

Office of the Director 
Building 14S–216 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
77 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02139–4307

JANUARY EVENTS

FEBRUARY EVENTS

Visiting Scholar/Musician  

Dmitri Tymoczko 

February 5 

3:30 – 5:30 PM 
Lewis Music Library (14e-109)

MARCH EVENTS

APRIL EVENTS

Workshops & Classes 

IAPril 

April 1–29 

Offered throughout the month

Study Break 

Furry First Friday 

April 1 
2 – 4 PM 
Hayden Library (14s-100)




