
April 18, 1963

To Members of the Faculty:

I am pleased to announce the appointment of Dr. John V. Harrington as
Professor in the Departments of Electrical Engineering and of Aeronautics and
Astronautics and also as Director of the Institute's new Center for Space Research.

Dr. Harrington, presently Head of the Radio Physics Division at Lincoln
Laboratory, is an experienced researcher and leader in the development of space
communications and the application of radar to the study of upper atmospheric and
space phenomena. He and his associates have been particularly active recently in
the study of reentry phenomena, and in radar astronomy investigations of the sun,
moon, and nearby planets. During the past several months he has served on the
Institute's special committee to study the future role of M.I.T. in the general area
of space research and as general chairman of the Regional Conference on Science,
Technology and Space sponsored by the Institute.

Transfer of his duties from Lincoln Laboratory to the Center for Space
Research is expected to take place in May.

Dr. Harrington was born May 9, 1919, in New York City. He received the
B. E. E. degree from Cooper Union in 1940, the M. E. E. degree from the Polytechnic
Institute of Brooklyn in 1948, and the Doctor of Science Degree from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in 1958. Prior to enlisting in the United States Navy as
Electronics Officer in September 1942, he was associated with the Consolidated
Edison Company of New York and the American Gas and Electric Company.

In September, 1946, he came to the Air Force Cambridge Research
Center as electronics engineer. On assignment to the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology in March, 1951, he organized and became leader of the Data Transmission
Group at Lincoln Laboratory. During this period his group made mauy contributions
to the automatic detection and transmission of radar signals. OnOctober 10, 1953,
he resigned from the Cambridge Research Center to join Lincoln Laboratory, and
in September, 1955 became an Associate Head first of the Aircraft Control and
Warning Division and later of the Communications and Components Division and
a member of the Lincoln Steering Committee. In December 1958, he was appointed
Head of the newly formed Radio Physics Division.
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Dr. Harrington's fields of interest and publication include radar detection

theory, digital computer development, digital communications, magnetic and electro-

static storage systems, theory of magnetism and of magnetic domains, radio physics

and astronomy. He is the holder of several patents on data transmission methods and

bandwidth compression systems for the transmission of radar data. He received the

Air Force Medal for Exceptional Civilian Service for outstanding work in the field of

data transmission at Air Force Cambridge Research Center. He is a fellow of the

Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, a member of Tau Beta Pi, Sigma Xi,

the American Rocket Society, the Arnerican Physical Society, and the American As-

sociation for the Advancement of Science.

The Center for Space Research, for which a building is being planned on

Vassar St. next to Bldg. 38, will provide new on-campus facilities that will serve as

a focal point for work by faculty, staff and students in the area of space-related re-

search. The Center, like other Institute Centers, will be interdisciplinary and will

be a valuable resource for virtually all Institute departments.

CHARLES H. TOWNES
Provost
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