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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

May 19, 1961

To Members of the Faculty:

I regret to announce the death of John M. Lessells, Associate
Professor of Mechanical Engineering, Emeritus, on May 17 in Cambridge,
Mass. Professor Lessells had been a member of the Institute's faculty for
25 years.

John M. Lessells was born in Scotland on February 5, 1888, and
attended Heriot Watt College, Edinburgh, and the University of Glasgow, from
which he received a bachelor of science degree in engineering in 1915. During
World War I, he was employed on inspection of engine parts and materials for
Rolls-Royce and later for the British War Office. He came to the United States
in 1920 and joined the Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Company,
serving for eleven years as manager of the applied mechanics division and
later as engineering manager of the turbine and diesel department. In 1926
he was awarded the Bernard Hall Prize of the Institution of Mechanical Engineers.

Before coming to M.1.T., he entered practice as a consulting engineer
and was responsible for some of the mechanical details of the 200-inch telescope
at Mount Palomar, California. He was appointed Associate Professor of Mechanical
Engineering at M.I.T. in 1936. Professor Lessells shared the Levy Medal of the
Franklin Institute in 1941 and was widely known as an author of professional papers
and books; for fifteen years he was technical editor of the Journal of Applied
Mechanics. He was a member of a number of professional societies and was a
Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Professor Lessells is survived by his wife, Gladys Jackson Lessells.
Memorial services will be held at 2:30 p.m. May 22 at the First Church in Boston,
64 Marlboro Street; No visiting hours have been scheduled and it is requested
that flowers be omitted.
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